
BEDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

(draft) Minutes of a “Virtual” Meeting held by Zoom on Wednesday 2nd September 2020
The meeting commenced at 1930

09/20 – 01  Introduction
KF welcomed everyone to the second virtual meeting by Zoom being necessary because of the COVID –
19 requirements. 

09/20 - 02  Present
 Keith Frost (KF), Suzie Carr (SC), Ed Nesling (EN), Richard Pickard (RP), Steve Harvey (SH),

Jenny Barham (JB) and John Dickson (JD).
 Alison Manning (ALM) regarding the Play Area Project.
 Geoff Robinson (GR) as Parish Clerk & Sports Club Secretary. 

09/20 - 03  Apologies for Absence
 None required. 

09/20 - 04  Public Open Session
 No members of the public were present.

09/20 - 05  Declaration of Members Interests 
 GR reminded the councillors of the need to occasionally review their declarations and keep them

up to date. No changes were notified.

05/20 - 06  Report of District & County Councillor
 Matthew Hicks did not attend but GR had circulated his last and his recent yearly summary.

09/20 - 07  Financial Update 
 The  2019/20  locally  audited  accounts  have  been  forwarded  to  the  national  auditors  and  a

response was still awaited. 
 Expenses since the last meeting have been £49.27 to The Sports Club as their part of a VAT

refund and the first stage payment to Kompan of £2,0385.61.
 Income so  far  this  year  has  been £2,081.75  from The Sports  Club  as  an  agreed  donation

towards the  new play area and similarly £445.30 for additional temporary fencing during its
construction  and  £5662.67  from MSDC Rural  Fund  (1st payment),  £0.03  bank  interest  and
£3,479.42 VAT refund on the Kompan first stage invoice.

 Authority to pay the final Kompan Invoice of £18,633.26 had been earlier agreed and paid on 31st

August 2020. 
 £5,003,33 had now been received from MSDC Rural Fund towards the new play area (2 nd and

final payment)
 Approval to pay the Clerks’ first half year salary and PAYE (£765.13) and expenses (£85.66) was

given.  Also £913.51 to  Came and Company for  the 2020/21 Insurance renewal,  which was
substantially higher than last year due to increasing the value of the pavilion to £200k and the
play area to £35k. It was agreed that these increases had been essential.

 GR stated that potential expenses for the rest of 2020/21 included £128.00 for the welcome
pack, £4,500 for fencing the play area, £40 for an ICO license, £765.12 for the Clerk’s Second
half year salary and similarly, circa £100.00 for his expenses. However, the anticipated carry-
over figure to 2021/22 must be viewed with caution at this stage. He emphasized that the fencing
amount was a ballpark figure until the estimates had been received.

 Potential income for the rest of the year is the second half precept payment of £2,050.00 and



(say) £1,645.00 from the Sorts Club towards the play area fencing (see above).
 GR had previous circulated news that the 2020/21 national clerks salary increases had been

received and would mean an additional £40.99 in respect of his contract. He would amend the
current contract for approval.

09/20 - 08  Bedfield CORVID-19 Emergency Volunteer Group
 ALM stated that as previously agreed, most of the activities of the Group had ceased, but that

some  prescriptions were still being delivered and the Tuesday Post Office event was continuing.
The  personal  details  of  the  villagers  involved  had  been securly  “mothballed”  and  would  be
covered by the Parish Council Privacy Policy. Everyone hopes that the re-establishment of the
Group’s activities will never be needed!

 KF on  behalf  of  the  Parish  Council  again  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  achievements  and
professionalism of the Group and its volunteers.

09/20 - 09  Planning Update
 DC/20/01568 (Erection of two bungalows at Edale, Long Green). Granted by MSDC.
 DC/20/2764 (New Vehicular Entrance at Home Farm) -  No objection submitted and decision

awaited from MSDC.
 DC/20/02896 (Cart Lodge at Cowslip Cottage) – Objection to the size submitted to MSDC –

decision awaited.
 SCC/0175/19MS (Retrospective application for crushing plant at Poplar Farm, Worlingworth) –

refused by SCC.

09/20 - 10  Play Area Update
ALM and GR updated the meeting on the progress of the new play area project, salient points of which
was that:

 Kompan had finished their installation but the tunnel and mound needed to be completed by
volunteers. This was in hand and topsoil had been sourced.

 Feedback and usage had been superb, with the area well use, specifically by family groups. 
 ALM explained that quotes for the fencing were taking longer than we would have liked and the

difficulty has been comparing like for like. However, we were nearly there and explained the
different types of fencing that were being considered. When all the information is received, it was
agreed that authority to proceed will be done by “round robin” to avoid further delays and with the
Sports Club to confirm their contribution. In the meantime, ALM will circulate the quotes we have
received so far,

 ALM said that there had been an incidence when dog waste had been found and removed by a
user, and this, of course was totally unacceptable. Dogs had also been seen in the play area at
other times.  This provoked a lively discussion on the issue of dogs on the play field (see Item
09/20 11 below)

 Sincere thanks were expressed to ALM and GR for their considerable achievement in such a
successful and rewarding project,

09/20 - 11  Dogs on the Sports Field
Following the revelation that a dog had fouled the new play area, a lively debate ensured, the salient
points of which are:

 Whilst the majority of the dog walkers on the field are fully compliant of the requirements, despite
the best efforts of David Lee and his friends, we still have a problem with people who either do
not care of at best, do not understand what is required of them.  This raises serious Health and
Safety considerations with a serious risk to children from awful illnesses such as Salmonellosis. 

 Accordingly, until the CCTV is installed and the fencing is complete, action must be taken to
minimize or even remove this risk.

 Several options were considered and dismissed, including insisting dogs were kept on leads at
all times.  However, this was dismissed as being not helpful as it has always been said by the



dog walking fraternity that this does not fulfil their pets needs to run free and exercise. Other
ideas  included  designated  times for  dog  users  but  this  was deemed  to  be  impractical  and
unenforceable.

 It was therefore unanimously agreed that until the project can be completed and subject to the
agreement of The Sports Club, dogs on the Sports Field will be prohibited and this includes the
carpark area.  Long Green will remain available for these activities.

 The matter will be reviewed on completion of the installation of CCTV and the fence. Potential
new use of the field for regular football training may also have to be considered.

 The Parish Council regrets having to impose this temporary restriction and hopes that villagers
and dog walkers in the village will understand and support the reasons for this decision.

 There is no definite date for completion of the fence and CCTV, but it is hoped that it can be
within four or five weeks.  However, this is without prejudice to ongoing negotiations with our
preferred suppliers and/or installers.

 GR and ALM expressed concern that dog walking had formed a central part of the “hub” concept
in all the play area funding applications. They hoped that once the project is completed and
hopefully, the play area made secure, dog walking would again be permitted. To continuing with
the banning of  dogs would be contrary to the previous agreed vision of a hub for all  users.
However, they agreed that the immediate need was to protect all users.

 GR will ask for endorsement by The Sports Club before anything is implemented.
 If this is endorsed, he will contact David Lee and make all the necessary arrangements for its

introduction.

09/20 - 12  CCTV and Privacy Policy
 GR explained that with the installation of CCTV at the sports field, registration with Information

Commissoners  Office  (ICO)  was  required  and  had  circulated  a  draft  policy  document  for
consideration and approval. He thanked  AJM and SH for their assistance in its compilation.

 GR also explained that the registration with the ICO would cover requirements under GDPR
requirements on behalf of both the Sports Club and the Parish Council and had produced a draft
Privacy Policy for adoption.

 Both  had  been  previous  circulated  and  were  adopted.   GR to  formalize  with  the  ICO and
payment of the registration fee of £40 was authorised.

09/20 - 13  Minutes of the Last Meeting (20th May 2020)
 These were agreed and will be signed by KF as Chairman, following previous circulation.

09/20 - 14  Matters Arising from the Minutes
 GR had liaised with Mark Howard regarding the welcome pack and all amendments had been

done. However, due to the current COVID-19 crisis, production and delivery have been on hold.
GR to progress with MH.

09/20 - 15  Police Report
 GR stated that Suffolk Police crime website checks for the period to June 2020 in Bedfield had

shown one “Other Crime” during April in Tannington Road, and a “Burglary” at what looked like
Bedfield House. He apologized that he had no further details but nothing else is shown on the
police website.  It was unanimously agreed that the information available had little practical use

09/20 – 16  Sports Club  Matters
GR emphasized that he wanted to make it clear that what he was about to say was being said in his role
as Sports Club Secretary and not as Bedfield Parish Clerk. Salient points of his presentation included:

 The last six months have been difficult for everyone but as we all know, the actions of Coveid-19
Emergency Group have been superb and an ironic benefit has seen the Sports Club and the
pavilion used more than ever. Also, plans well advanced to build on the community spirit that has
been created.

 Much has gone on behind the scenes by both the Sports Club and the Parish Council, no more
so that ensuring the protection of the villagers and the volunteers.  Unfortunately, the associated



paperwork has not always been seen by some people as necessary.  Nothing could be further
from the truth and we have ensured and encouraged all activities knowing that they safe for
everyone and within the somewhat muddled guidance that the government has issued and then
frequently changed.  Andrew Manning (AJM) in particular had produced risk assessments, plans
and ideas to ensure that everything has been legal and within these guidelines, & deserves
special praise.

 Contrary to what is  perceived by a very small  part  of  the village community,  new ideas are
always welcomed, but must confirm to ALL existing guidelines.  An example of this had led to
considerable discussions with SC regarding a planned visit of a pizza van which on the face of it
on Chitter, looked to have been well in excess of the thirty-limit allowed in law, thus making it an
illegal event. Considerable advice had been given by AJM, KF and Graham Mobbs (GM). It was
great to see that the event when it did take place was a huge success. KF thanked SC for all her
efforts

 What was extremely disappointing is that raising these concerns triggered a demoralising email
from  a  villager  addressed  to  “Dear  Committee”  and  the  Parish  Council,  which  had  been
circulated and hopefully read by all the Parish Councillors and Sports Club Committee. In this
email, it accused the Sports Club Committee and Parish Councillors of being out of touch with
the majority of the village and not encouraging new ideas. These claims are totally wrong and
unfounded. 

 As one of the alleged ”naysayers and deniers” suggested in the email,  he had produced an
impressive list of what had actually been achieved by both the Parish Council and Sports Club in
the last five years, which he had circulated.  In addition, he emphasised that everything had been
undertaken after consultation with the villagers, otherwise there would have been no point.

 On a personal note, he added that together with ALM, he had endless hours and days into
securing  a  new play  area  in  record  time,  but  that  there  was  still  much  work  to  do  before
completion  of  the  project.  Accordingly,  comments  like  those  received  were  had  been  very
demotivating.

 Already we seeing the Sports Club moving rapidly forward with a pop-up café and shop etc and
these a just a start.  Great thanks are owed to a large number of volunteers who enthusiastically
toil to make it all come together.  

 He further emphasised that ALL not ideas will be actively encouraged and supported, but they
must  be  within  the  spirit  of  current  law  and  the  recently  introduced £10k  fines  makes  that
obvious. 

 He concluded that  it  would  be nice if  ill-informed comments of  this  type can now stop and
instead, support  given to the far too small  number of  volunteers in both Bedfield and Monk
Soham who are rowing in the same direction for the good of everyone in the village.

KF thanked GR for his honest views and in the debate that followed, the following salient points are
appropriate:

 SC stated that she had “expected” no support for the pizza van visit and that no one had offered
to help her.  GR asked why she had come to the conclusion and pointed out again that advice,
encouragement and support had been given by AJM, KF and GM.  He also reminded her that the
event had been organised privately by Friends First Friday who were therefore responsible for its
management. SC said that she had also been upset at being informed at the large numbers
attending the field on a Tuesday morning, vis a vis restrictions placed on the pizza van evening.
SH emphasised that on Tuesday mornings there was never any danger of the thirty limit ever
being exceeded at the post office event. He also stated that artificially separating visitors to any
one large event, such as between dog walkers or the play area to stay under the thirtd person
limit, was not within the spirit of the law.

 JD said agreed that we must now move on and suggested that the perhaps the Sports Club
needed to improve is  communications with  villagers,  particularly  regarding events.  Everyone
agreed with this and ways of doing this would include use of flyers, the website, notice board and
the new newsletter.  It was thought that although Chitter was another good platform, it was not
used by the majority of the residents in Monk Soham and Bedfield, but if ideal to supplement
everything else.



 GR also added that the Sports Club had increased its number of meetings, the agendas and
minutes  which  were  published  on  the  website  and  circulated.  New  faces  were  always  be
enthusiastically welcomed at any time.

 ALM explained that two initial  newsletters had been circulated and had asked that everyone
been well received. Access depended on villagers asking to be added to the distribution list and
asked everyone to encourage them to notify AJM & ALM. The COVID-19 list cannot be used for
DPER reasons and up to now, 60 out of about 130 on the COVID-19 had applied, including
Monk Soham residents.  It was agreed that this will be a vital tool in keeping villagers up to date
in addition to the website, parish magazine, notice board and Chitter, all of which had their own
part to play in keeping the village informed and asking for ideas.

 
05/20 - 17  AOB and Correspondence Etc 

 GR stated  that  he  had  again  phoned  Barlow  and  Sons  but  found  the  office  closed  “due  to
CCOVID-19” restrictions.

 GR Explained the “Quiet Lanes” document that had been previously circulated. He explained that
it was probably not suitable for any of Bedfield’s lanes and in any case, the Parish Council would
be required to pay for the signs etc.

 GR confirmed that Fred Clayson was looking into any requirements that the PC may have towards
disabled access to the website under the  Digital Accessibility Regulations Act 2018,  but his initial
response is that we are already compliant.

 GR had contacted via  Google  a a company that  specializes in  site  tree inspections.   He will
circulate details for further discussion.

  A paper on the licensing Act 2003 had been circulated for consideration and no responses had
been received by GR

 Similarly, with the Planning Consultations COVID-19 document.

05/20 – 18  Date of Next Meeting
 The date of the next meeting was fixed for Wednesday 1930 on 25th November 2020, the mode to

be agreed nearer the time and dependent on the COVID-19 requirements. 

The meeting closed at 2120.     

Chairman……………………………………………………………………….                            


