
 

 

 

 

BEDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

(draft) Minutes of a “Virtual” Meeting held by Zoom on Wednesday 24th February 2021  
 

 
02/21 - 01  Introduction 
KF welcomed everyone to the “virtual” meeting by Zoom, being necessary because of the COVID – 19 
requirements. The meeting commenced at 1942 and ended at 2110, after a short break circa 2010 due to 
Zoom restrictions. 

 
02/21 - 02  Present 

• Keith Frost (Chairman - KF), Jenny Barnham (Vice-Chairman – JB), Ed Nesling (EN), Richard 
Pickard (RP), Steve Harvey (SH), and John Dickson (JD). 

• Alison Manning (AM) and Tony Harvey-Soanes (THS) as potential co-option candidates. 

• Matthew Hicks (MH) as SCC and MSDC Ward Councillor (for Item 02/21 - 09 below) 

• Geoff Robinson (GR) as Parish Clerk & Sports Club Secretary.  

• One member of the public (audio only for first half of the meeting). 
 
02/21 - 03  Apologies for Absence 

• None. 
 
02/21 - 04 

• None.   
 

02/21 - 05  Declaration of Members Interests  

• GR reminded the councillors of the need to occasionally review their declarations and keep them 
up to date. No changes were notified. 

 
02/21 - 06  Co-option of Member to the Council  

• KF thanked the two candidates for their interest and explained the procedure to be followed. He 
stated that their CVs had been previously circulated by GR and hoped that all the councillors had 
had time to study them.  The councillors stated that they had no questions to ask and similarly, the 
two candidates stated that the had nothing further to add. 

• An initial vote by a show of hands declared three councillors in favour of the co-option of AM and 
similarly, three in favour of THS.  By the casting vote of KF, AM was co-opted to Bedfield Parish 
Council.  KF expressed that he was sorry that only one could be co-opted, as both were excellent 
candidates would have been a  great asset to the Parish Council. 

• AM was therefore invited to join the meeting and declared that there were no reasons under 
Section 5.80 of the Local Government Act 1972 why she should not become a parish councillor. 
GR to complete the necessary paperwork with AM as soon as possible. THS stated that AM was a 
worthy winner and accepted the invitation to remain for the rest of the meeting. 

• KF reminded the councillors that he intended to stand-down as Chairman at the next meeting in 
May 2021 and that they needed to consider a replacement. 

 
02/21 - 07  Minutes of the Last Meeting (24th & 25th November 2020) 

• These were agreed as accurate will be signed by KF as Chairman. 
 
02/21 - 08  Matters Arising from the Minutes 

• It was agreed to proceed with the production of the Welcome Pack now that the hard copy 
distribution of the parish magazine was set to resume. GR to arrange with Mark Howard. 

• KF explained that as agreed,  he had emailed the villager mentioned in the last minutes (Item 
11/20 - 16). He had been thanked for his explanation but had heard nothing more since then. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
02/21 - 09  Report of District & County Councillor 
Councillor Hicks drew attention to the items in his latest report, which had been recently circulated by GR. 
In addition, he mentioned: 

• A major initiative had been the introduction of twenty-eight rapid testing locations in Suffolk, 
all within thirty minutes’ drive of all residents. The nearest ones to Bedfield were at Eye, 
Debenham and Framlingham. The idea is to offer lateral testing of two tests a week to 
everyone if they need to leave home to go to work.  They need to be booked in advance on 
the website and it was hoped to offer them eventually to everyone who wants one, even, for 
example, to leave home to go shopping. He stressed that it was important to detect everyone 
with the virus and in particular, those with no symptoms so that they can self-isolate to try and 
stop the spread of the pandemic. MH clarified a query from THS that all firms with more than 
50 employees had been contacted directly by the Government. 

• Suffolk was top of the national list regarding the success of the vaccination programme and 
was receiving widespread praise. The Debenham Centre in particular had received 
outstanding feedback. 

• SCC had offered financial support to the diocese for the school and for repairs to the house 
adjoining it. A response was awaited. He assured the councillors that Bedfield School had a 
bright future and was not in danger of closure. 

 
02/21 - 10  Financial Update  
GR stated that he had previously circulated various financial details for consideration before the meeting. 
Salient points of the accounts included: 

• Payments since the last meeting have been £2,355.00 for the play area furniture (British 
Recycled Plastics, £130.00 for a cPAD heater (CHT),  £26.03 to B&MSCC (VAT refund), 
£35.00 to the ICO (registration fee) and £60.00 for the new website subscription (One-
Suffolk). 

• Income since the last meeting has been a £444.74 VAT refund for November 2020 from 
HMRC.  

• Likely outstanding payments for the rest of 2020/21 include £805.25 for the clerk’s second 
half year expenses salary, PAYE  and 2020/21 salary arrears, plus £102.57 for his expenses 
in the same period. These were approved for payment. 

• There is no anticipated income for the rest of 2020/21. 

• GR estimated a carry-forward figure to 2021/22 of £2559.36. 
 
02/21 - 11  Bedfield and Monk Soham Tennis Club  

• GR stated that despite receiving somewhat conflicting reports, the future of the Tennis Club in its 
current format was assured through the involvement of new individuals under the existing 
chairman. This was welcomed by the councillors. 

 
02/21 - 12  Bedfield COVID-19 Emergency Volunteer Group 

• AM stated that the activities of the Group on Saturday mornings had recommenced with the 
current lockdown, although with a very much reduced throughput. Following the recent 
announcement from the Government and under their “Roadmap”, it was planned to cease 
operations after the next three Saturdays. 

• KF on behalf of the Parish Council again expressed his thanks for the achievements and 
professionalism of the Group and its volunteers. Feedback from everyone continues to be 
excellent. 

• AM stated that it was hoped to recommence the café on post office days and some Saturdays with 
effect from the 13th April 2021, under strict COVID-19 guidelines.  

 
02/21 - 13  Planning Updates 

• DC/20/04727 (Change of Use & Erection of 2 Houses) – approved by MSDC. 

• DC/20/05068 (Mole Cottage – Building  of a Cart Lodge) – Approved by MSDC 

• DC/20/05286 (Chambers Close – Erection of Front Extension) – No objection. Granted by MSDC. 



 

 

 

 

• DC/20/05607 (The Squirrels – Single Storey Extension) – No objections & decision awaited. 

• DC/21/00364 (Sunnyholme – Extensions) – No objections and decision awaited. 

• DC/21/00827 (Meadow Home - Erection of a Cart-lodge). After a brief discussion, no objections 
were raised. GR to advise MSDC accordingly. 

 
02/21 - 14  Play Area Update 

• AM stated that the furniture had been delivered. This was awaiting installation, hopefully very soon 
and before Spring really gets underway.  A working party will be recruited!  

 
02/21 - 15  Police Report 

•  GR stated that the Suffolk Police crime website for the period October to December 2020 showed   
no recorded crime in Bedfield. The January 2021 figures were not yet available.  

 
02/21 - 16  Community Club  Matters 
GR emphasized (again) that he wanted to make it clear that he would be speaking on Behalf of the 
Community Club Committee in his role as Club Secretary and not as the Bedfield Parish Clerk. He 
introduced four main points, viz: 

• At a recent successful Zoom meeting, it was decided to simplify the charging regime, splitting the 
day into morning, afternoon and evening sessions, charged at £25 each or £70 all day. Village 
organisations such as the Gardening Club or FFF would not be charged for the foreseeable future 
in the spirit of encouraging the Hub concept after lockdown. 

• GR updated the councillors on the progress of the proposed improvements to the entrance from 
Long Green. He explained that SCC Highways had now confirmed that a licence would not be 
required for the work. All agreed that it was vital to have the work completed as soon as possible. 
JD asked for clarification regarding the status of the project and after a short debate, it was agreed 
that it was a partnership between the Parish Council (as owners of the land) and the Community 
Club as its sponsors.  Accordingly, it was agreed to split the cost of the project on a ratio of 1/3rd to 
2/3rds after deduction of the £2000 grant from Matthew Hicks. GR will circulate emails on the 
progress of the project and details of estimates received. 

• JB raised the issue of dog fouling on the field. GR stated that he was aware of this and the 
volunteer dog wardens had been asked for their comments. It was thought that it may have 
increased through their reduced attendance through lockdown, whilst some “offenders” had still 
been exercising their pets. Foxes may also be a contributory cause of the problem. It was thought 
that the imminent use of CCTV should have a deterrent effect and it had been agreed to just 
monitor the situation for now. 

• The next meeting of the Community Club will be on Wednesday 10th March 2021, at 1930 by 
Zoom and everyone was welcome to attend. 

 
02/21 - 17  AOB and Correspondence Etc  

• GR stated that he had again phoned Barlow and Sons regarding a wayleave payment on Long 
Green but could not speak to anyone, despite it having been during their advertised office hours. 

• GR had not heard from the Bedfield Town Estate regarding tree safety on the community field. 

• GR explained that he had been contacted and written to by a villager regarding vehicular use of 
the bridle way FP31, where no vehicles are allowed. GR thanked JD for his advice on this and 
after a brief debate, will clarify the position with the SCC Rights of Way Officer. 
 

02/21 - 20  Date of Next Meeting 

• The date of the next meeting (AGM) was fixed for Wednesday 5th May 2021 commencing at 1900, 
followed by the Annual Village meeting commencing at 2000 by Zoom.   

 
 
 
 
Chairman……………………………………………………………………….                             
 



 

 

 

 

 


