
 

 

 

 

BEDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

(draft) Minutes of a “Virtual” Annual General Meeting held by Zoom on Wednesday 5th May 2021 
 

 
05/21 - 01  Introduction 
KF welcomed everyone to the “virtual” meeting by Zoom, being necessary because of the COVID – 19 
requirements. The meeting commenced at 1905. Due to zoom restrictions, there was a break from 1938 
until 2000. 

 
05/21 - 02  Present 

• Keith Frost (Former Chairman, now Vice Chairman - KF), Jenny Barnham (Former Vice-
Chairman – JB), Ed Nesling (EN), Richard Pickard (RP), Steve Harvey (SH) and Alison 
Manning (Now Chairman – AM). John Dixon (JD) attended for the latter part of the meeting. 

• Matthew Hicks (MH) as SCC and MSDC Ward Councillor (for Item 05/21 - 09 below) 

• Geoff Robinson (GR) as Parish Clerk & Community Club Secretary.  

• Two  members of the public. 
 
05/21 - 03  Apologies for Absence 

• One member of the public. 
 
05/21 - 04  Declaration of Members Interests  

• GR reminded the councillors of the need to occasionally review their declarations and keep 
them up to date. No changes were notified. 

 
05/21 – 05 Public Open Session 

• Not required.   
 
05/21 - 06  Election of Chairman etc 

• KF reminded the councillors that he intended to stepdown as Chairman. Accordingly, AM 
offered to stand as Chairman and was proposed, seconded, and unanimously elected. 
Similarly, KF was then elected Vice-Chairman. AM then took ever the Chair for the meeting 
and will sign the Declaration of Office as soon as practical. KF was thanked for his great 
contribution over his years as Chairman. 

 
05/21 - 07  Minutes of the Last Meeting (24th February 2021) 

• These were agreed as accurate will be signed by AM as Chairman as soon as practical. 
 
05/21 - 08  Matters Arising from the Minutes 

• The final amendments had been made to the Welcome Pack and were with Mark Howard. 
GR to contact him about its urgent production. 

• GR stated that the Village webmaster Fred Clayson wished to pass the roll to someone else, 
due to ill health. GR explained that Lisa Crane had expressed an interest to take on the role 
for both Bedfield and Monk Soham. Her offer was unanimously accepted, and Fred was 
thanked for his contribution over the past few years. GR to contact Fred and Lisa. 

 
05/21 - 09  Report of District & County Councillor 
Councillor Hicks had previously forwarded his written report, which had been circulated. He mainly wished 
to reflect on the previous twelve months under COVID-19 restrictions, viz: 

• The Suffolk effort from top to bottom had been a huge and successful achievement, with 
everyone pulling together. Everyone had shown a great willingness to ”get the job done”, 
nowhere more than in the provision of PPE and in schools. No shortages had therefore 
occurred. The vaccination programme was working extremely well and on target. All 
councillors thanks MH for his efforts in helping to keep us safe. He also acknowledged and 



 

 

 

 

thanked the superb efforts of the volunteers in Bedfield, which had been copied by other 
villages.  

• He had been pleased to support the Community Club during the year with grants. 

• SCC had agreed to grant the diocese £10,000 towards the conversion of the caretaker’s 
house at Bedfield School. 

 
05/21 - 10   Financial Update  

• The 2020/21 had been audited by Paul Burrows (PB) as the internal auditor, who had raised 
several queries with GR, all of which had been resolved to his satisfaction. Accordingly, PB 
had certified the AGAR3 statements. 

• GR invited the councillors to approve and certify the Annual Governance Statement and the 
2020/21 Accounts Statement, which they unanimously agreed. The forms will be completed 
and signed by AM at the earliest practical opportunity and sent to the national auditors PKF 
Littlejohn by GR. The appropriate public invitations to view will be placed on the noticeboard 
and website for the statutory  period towards the end of June 2021. GR and PB were thanked 
for their efforts. 

• Receipts so far since 1st April 2021 have been £109.00 in respect of a central government 
council tax subsidy, £2.050.00 as the first half precept payment and £6009.28 in respect of 
the CIL payment for “Edale”. (All from MSDC). A small VAT refund from HMRC is also 
imminent. 

• Payments so far since 1st April 2021 have been £143.40 to SALC for the 2021/22 
membership renewal, £4000.00 loan repayment to B&MSCC and £29.00 VAT repayment, 
also to B&MSCC. Small payments for printer ink will be claimed in September by the Clerk as 
the end of the first half financial year. 

• Imminent payments due are £50.00 to Paul Burrows for his Internal Audit Fee. 

• GR stated that it was too early to accurately forecast spending for the rest of 2021/22.  

• GR will amend the signature mandates due to the change of Chairman etc. 
 
05/21 - 11  COVID-19 Emergency Group & Privacy Policy 

• AM explained that they have stopped the Saturday morning deliveries. They intend to retain 
their database for potential future lockdowns (hopefully none!) and in order to conform to 
GDPR requirements, ask residents to confirm that they are happy with this arrangement. The 
pop-up shop will continue with a café on selected Saturdays. KF reflected the view of all 
present in thanking them for an excellent contribution during the COVID-19 Lockdowns.  

 
05/21 - 12  Planning Updates 
               -    SCC/0075/19MS (Poplar Farm Worlingworth) Appeal against refusal – with Inspector. 
              -    SCC/0021/21MS (School Caretakers House – Change of use) Supported & with SCC.      
              -    DC/20/05607 (The Squirrels – Single storey extension) – Approved by MSDC. 
              -    DC/21/00364 (Sunnyholme – Extensions). Approved by MSDC. 
              -    DC/21/00827 (Meadow Home – Erection of cart-lodge, store etc). Approved by MSDC 
              -    DC/21/01120 (Kelmscot – Side garage extension etc) – Approved by MSDC. 
 
05/21 - 13  Police Report 

• GR stated that the Suffolk Police crime website for the period January and February 2021 
showed no recorded crime in Bedfield or Monk Soham. The March 2021 figures were not yet 
available. Other police bulletins had been circulated. 

 
05/21 - 14  Community Club  Update 
GR emphasized (again) that he wanted to make it clear that he would be speaking on behalf of the 
Community Club Committee in his role as Club Secretary and not as the Bedfield Parish Clerk. He 
introduced four main points, viz: 

• CCTV installation had been completed and was working. GR and AM to have a tutorial from 
Nigel Billington on its complexities, but it will only be viewed to check its functioning and for a 
specific reason. 



 

 

 

 

• The play area was complete and it was hoped to remove the last plastic sheeting very soon. 
It was proving to be very well used by visitors and villagers alike. 

• The storage container had been purchased and we are awaiting delivery. 

• KF confirmed that he expected work on the splay to be commenced in about two weeks time. 
 

05/21 - 15  AOB and Correspondence Etc  

• GR stated that he had again phoned Barlow and Sons regarding a wayleave payment on 
Long Green but could not speak to anyone, despite it having been during their advertised 
office hours. 

• GR updated the councillors on the Community Bus, which intended to start operating again 
from the 21st June 2021, with all necessary COVID-19 requirements in force, if any. It still 
required new drivers and they hoped to hold an AGM at Worlingworth Community Centre in 
July 2021. 

• GR explained there had been no further developments regarding vehicular use of the bridle 
way FP31 and this could not be progressed without a Land Registry check on access rights. 

• The MSDC tree planting initiative was discussed and AM stated that she had spoken to Paula 
Booth with GR about various sites throughout Bedfield and Monk Soham. GR explained that 
the project was currently being scoped amongst all organisations in Bedfield and Monk 
Soham, with Paula mapping out the requirements for submission to MSDC in due course. 
After a brief discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the old play area and possibly the 
corners of Long Green may be suitable, subject to anticipated Health & Safety 
considerations. GR and AM to seek Paula’s advice. Potential planting on the Community 
Field would have to wait until any response from the BTE was received. Private gardens do 
not qualify as originally thought, unless abutting agricultural land. 

• A request by a resident to provide a dog-waste bin in Church Road was agreed in principle. 
KF to scope potential locations and GR to determine the extent of the public highway at the 
church end of the lane. Advice had been received from MSDC. 

• KF explained the role of the Eye Grammar School Fund and asked that the councillors 
considered taking over his role as a Trustee, on behalf of Bedfield Parish Council. 

 
05/21 - 16  Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting (AGM) was fixed for Wednesday 1st September 2021, at the Bedfield 
Community Pavilion, commencing at 1930. 
 
The meeting ended at 0810 and was followed by the 2021 Annual Village Meeting.   
 
 
 
 
Chairman……………………………………………………………………….                             
 
 


