
Springtime message from Rev’d Chrissie 
Dear Friends 

Here we go onwards into Spring, the clocks will have sprung forward and we are looking forward to 
the Summer.

How fortunate we are to live in this country, this county and this village (or nearby!) and to enjoy the 
very being of our community. I cannot imagine living in Ukraine - or Russia for that matter nor the war 
torn countries of our world. Some of you may know that I am on placement at the Cathedral for three 
weeks as part of my curacy and yesterday the preacher likened Putin to Pontius Pilot - now there’s 
an interesting basis for a future discussion!

I have been on placement at the Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds where I have had the opportunity to 
find out a lot more about Diddy Disciples and Young People’s worship. I am hoping that we can 
develop this aspect of our life at St Nicholas and you will see that this month, there are contributions 
from the young folk in our parish.

So onwards to Holy Week - Palm Sunday one 10th April where I hope we will be able to meet 
together to walk to the church - then the Seder Feast on 12th April in the evening. On Maundy 
Thursday Rev Ron will be washing feet before the Communion and we will end with the stripping of 
the altar.  On Good Friday, there will be a special service for the children to build an Easter Garden 
and the church will be open for silent vigil throughout Holy Saturday.  Then on Easter Sunday we 
rejoice with bringing the light back into the church and sharing the Eucharist together. 

I would like to thank all of you for the kind messages following the death of my brother.  I hope that 
you will join with me in offering prayers and condolences to Marion Harvey following the death of her 
husband Steve on 19th March.  May he rest in peace.

In the meantime, keep well and keep safe and take care of 
each other.  See you soon I hope!  

Best and blessings, 

Chrissie

The Reverend Christine Smart

Assistant Curate              

  rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com.  01728 627 838 
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My hobbies and interests by Elliot aged 8 


One of my new interests is Transformers and my favourite 
character is Optimus Prime, the leader of the Autobots.  He 

is very cool,  he can transform into a 
truck and he has swords and 
energon armour. 


My other interests are Lego and 
trains! Even better is a Lego train! It 
is a motorised train and it can go 
9mph.  It has magnetic couplers, a 
battery box inside and is controlled by a remote.  It's great 
fun
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Join Us For Lent Lunch at St Nicholas 

Home-made soup (V, Ve, GF), bread and cheese in the church 
Saturday 2nd April  

12 noon until 2.00pm 
an opportunity to reflect and  give thanks 

everyone welcome 

You are Invited  
to 

The Friends of St Nicholas  
Early Evening Meet Up 

 29th April 6.30pm onwards 
At 

Daisy Cottage Long Green 
Fizz and canapés in the garden (weather permitting) 

If you haven’t yet signed up, you can do so on the evening. 
RSVP to Debbie Pritchard 



 3

More about  
The  

ONE HUNDRED CLUB 

How it works 
A member of The 100 Club can own as many £10 shares as they wish and will hold them for 12 
months. 
• There will be 4 draws a year; March, June, September and December  

• The prize money paid out will be 25% of the annual income. Therefore if 100 shares are sold at 
£10 each the prize money totals £250 a year.  

• The first prize will be £50 and the second prize £12.50.  

If 1000 shares are sold at £10 each the prize money totals £2,500 a year. The first 
prize will be £500 and the second prize £250! This will make a massive 
contribution to the annual running costs and maintenance of our church. 

Structure and Regulation 

• The 100 Club will be registered with the district council  

• Each draw will be made by someone independent of St Nicholas PCC and The Friends of St 
Nicholas. 

• Members of St Nicholas PCC and The Friends of St Nicholas may purchase shares. 

• The first draw will take place in June 2022. Once we reach 1st June no one else may join the 
100 Club until the June 2023 draw. This will apply to new joiners in all subsequent years.  

• We will hold  a‘waiting to join’ list.  

To set up your membership contact Jenny Hinchey on  
07710 218957  



The Ukrainian Appeal 
It has been very distressing to watch the plight 

of the Ukrainian people fleeing the terror of the 

Russian invasion. We have all been moved to 

the point of being close to or actually shedding 

tears in response to the scenes we have and 

still are witnessing. 

The generosity of local folk donating items to 

the Ukrainian refugees has also been very 

moving and quite overwhelming. A steady 

stream of people from Bedfield and the 

surrounding villages brought car loads of items 

to St Nicholas Church in response to our 

appeal. These were then sorted, boxed and 

labelled and sent off to The White Star Polish 

Club in Balham where they were then loaded 

into trucks going to the Polish/Ukrainian border.  

I’m sure we all hope and pray the donations 

have helped to bring relief and some comfort to 

those who have been forced out of their 

homeland.  

Acrostic poem by Bella O’Kane 

(the first letter of each line spelling out the 

word Ukraine) 

“People don’t really 
believe in words. Or 
rather, people believe 
in words only for a 
stretch of time. Then 
they start to look for 
action.” 

Volodymyr Zelensky 

Many people have donated to the cause and many 
people have given their time to sort, box and 
transport the items. Thank you - you know who 
you are.  
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The Beautiful Game 
‘I love coaching Framlingham Town Under 12s  
football - along with delivery driving in the 
pandemic it’s given me a stronger connection to 
the community than I’d ever thought possible. It’s 
great to see the camaraderie and the commitment 
of these young players - of all abilities - and the 
real dedication of their parents and carers to 
transport them round the county and supporting 
them from the sidelines. I feel blessed that it’s a 
team that rejoices in each others’ achievements 
and that supports each other when things don’t go 
to plan. It’s such a milestone in their lives, their 
first year at high school - a real big leap toward 
adulthood. I hope in some small way their 
teamwork and shared love of the game helps them 
become not only better players but more socially 
connected and confident. One of our success stories 
is Long Green’s Charlie Hale, who’d never played 
team football before the Autumn. He’s a natural 
talent and developing astonishingly fast and he’s 
now one of the first on our team sheet. We’re 
proud of our tenacious flying fullback, a young 
Bedfielder making great strides and a lovely 
modest youngster who’s a pleasure to coach.’ 

Dan Whitfield 

This Sunday why not come to St Nicholas for 
the Mothering Sunday Service with Rev’d  
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‘I really enjoy being part of a team, who have 
all become great friends, it has helped my 
confidence grow as it’s the first time I’ve ever 
played for a team. It challenges me to be better 
every time we play.’ 

Charlie Hale



 

This Sunday why not come to 
St Nicholas for the Mothering 
Sunday Service with Rev’d 
Chrissie. It’s a 10.30am start 
and little posies will be available 
for you to gift to say ‘thank you’ 
to someone special in your life. 
🌼 🌼 🌼  

 

Grant Request Success 

So pleased to share with you 
the news that our request for 
funding from the Scarfe 
Charitable Trust has been 
successful. This grant will be 
used to partly fund the repairs 
to the reredos behind the altar.  
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The next BIG church and 
churchyard clean and tidy will 
be on Wednesday 20th April 
at 10.00am in preparation for 

a wedding in our church on 
the Saturday.  

All skills and trades welcome!!  
A tea/coffee maker being 

essential ! 

The Rev’d David Burrell retires at the end of April. There 
will be a special Benefice Service to say farewell to 
David and Sue at Laxfield Church on April 24th at 11am. 

Our very best wishes to you both from us all at St 
Nicholas. 



Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 
Bedfield 

Here is the provisional programme brought to you by The Friends of St Nicholas 
for the long Bank Holiday Weekend. It is not yet written in tablets of stone and 
we are very open to hearing your ideas for other activities and events you would 
like to see included. To make all of this happen we are hoping members of the 
community will come forward and offer help with planning and organising. So 
here is the outline plan so you can get the dates in your diaries.  

Running Across the whole Jubilee Celebrations: 

‣ The Bedfield Jubilee Scarecrows - we had 65 D Day Scarecrows, can we reach 
70? 

‣ The Green Canopy Tree Planting  

‣ 70 Years of Bedfield Community History Project 

Taking Place on or Around the Jubilee Bank Holiday Weekend 

Wednesday 1st June  Morning The Big Village Walk 

Thursday 2nd June  Afternoon Royal Bingo 

     Evening 70 Questions Quiz 

Friday 3rd June   Afternoon Family Friends First Friday Picnic 

     Evening Friends First Friday Tiaras & Crowns Buffet 

Saturday 4th June  Morning Village Yard/Garage/Stable Block Sale 

       and coffee morning 

     Evening Thanks Giving Service with Fizz & Canapés 

Sunday 5th June  Morning Children’s Kings & Queens Service 
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     Noon  The Big Village Jubilee Picnic  

     Afternoon 70 Cakes Competition and afternoon tea  
       followed by cake auction and sale. 

And you will be RELIEVED to know there will be accessible toilet facilities at the 
church throughout the Jubilee Programme of Events .  

Full details including times and venues will be in the May Newsletter. 
The Friends of St Nicholas would love to hear from you if you would 
like to help with planing and organising events or you have ideas for 
additional events.  Debbie or Jenny    

Dates of Services and Events 

Sunday 27th March A Special Mothering Sunday Morning Praise with Revd Chrissie 10.30am 

Thursday 31st March St Nicholas Church Annual Parochial Church Meeting 7pm in the church.  

Saturday 2nd April St Nicholas Church Lent Lunch 12-2pm. All welcome 

Sunday 3rd April 10.30am St Nicholas Church Holy Communion with Rev’d David Burrell 

Sunday 10th April  Palm Sunday Service *10.00am* with Rev’d Chrissie meeting at the  
community hub entrance and then processing to St Nicholas Church. 

Tuesday 12th April Seder Feast at the Community Hub 7pm. Tickets available. 

Thursday 14th April Maundy Thursday Service at St Nicholas Church at *7pm*. Lead by Rev’d 
Ron Orams. 

Friday 15th April 10.00am Good Friday Service at St Nicholas Church the Children of the 
community to help build the Easter Garden 

Friday 15th April 4pm Good Friday ‘Music for Passiontide’ The Benefice Choir Worlingworth Church 

Sunday 17th April *9.00am* Easter Sunday Communion Service at St Nicholas with Rev’d 
Chrissie. 

Sunday 24th April 11am Benefice Service at All Saints Church Laxfield to mark the retirement of 
Reverend David Burrell.  

Friday 29th April 6.30pm onwards Friends of St Nicholas Meet Up     
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Looking ahead 

1st to 5th June Bedfield Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

25th and 26th June Worlingworth Open Gardens 

9th July Bedfield Fete 
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Many of you regularly shop on line for all sorts of things. Some of you 
may already know about and use 

easyfundraising.org.uk 


HOWEVER if you don’t currently have this app 
please sign up for it .

Its an easy to use way of raising money for our church every time you do 
online shopping from many big retailers such as TESCO, M&S, Argos, 
Amazon, John Lewis. Go on line and join, sign up for St Nicholas Church 
Bedfield and then every time you shop the church receives a donation 
from the retailer. Help your church while you shop. Please sign up and 
give it a go. It really is very easy to set up.


And finally 
Every household in Bedfield received a letter about how you can support the 
PCC to maintain the fabric and structure of St Nicholas, a fine Grade 1 Listed 

Building.  
Thank you to those who have returned their sheet and offered support. If you 
haven’t returned your sheet yet it’s not too late. We would love to hear from 

you. 
Our aim is to ensure St Nicholas is preserved and improved for future 

generations as a focal point for the community for religious and secular 
purposes. 

We would like to install a composting toilet, reinstate the bells, commission 
new gates for the porch, install a glass panel at the vestry end to let the light 

flood in, plus many other small projects. 

http://easyfundraising.org.uk
http://easyfundraising.org.uk

