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Dear Friends,
 
What a fabulous Platinum Jubilee weekend made possible by the hard work of 
so many folk across the Parish which also saw the official launch of The Friends 
group. I cannot say thank you enough and like Jane, I look forward to 
working with other organisations and individuals and look forward to hearing 
your ideas.
 
We are now in the long green season – the time of year heralding growth and 
heading towards harvest and then on into the purple season of Advent when we 
start to prepare for Christmas!  But before then, we have our Lammas service 
on the first Sunday in August when we will be celebrating the first harvest with 
fresh bread after the service and then on the first Sunday in October, it will be 
our Harvest Festival followed by Harvest lunch in the church.
 
I am pleased to say that during August through to October you will be seeing 
Lay Elders from other parishes – Sheila Pipe is already known to many of you 
and will be taking some.  Is there anybody out there who would like to become 
a Lay Elder at St. Nicholas?  If yay, please give me a call. 

We have an important and special service on Sunday 24th July at 10.30am The 
Ven. Jeanette Gosney, Archdeacon of Suffolk will be preaching. After the service  
Jeanette would love to talk to Friends about the many positive things happening 
in Bedfield and our plans and aspirations. Please come and join us, she is very 
interested to know what is happening in our community and how we are moving 
from the church being under the threat of closure just three years ago to being 
back at the heart of the community.    
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Oh! And that green season – yes a time for growth – for finding new disciples – 
for refreshing the mission of St. Nicholas’ church.  I have a new saying – church 
for the gathered and community for the scattered!  So returning to what Jane 
has said – without community growth the preservation and enhancement of the 
historical fabric of the church won’t become reality. 
 
And please continue to pray for a new Team Vicar who will be appointed 
following the retirement of The Rev’ David Burrell who has moved to Somerset. 
 It is hoped that interviews will take place at the end of September so I guess 
we will not see a new face until the New Year.
 
May the Lord take good care of you all.
 
Prayers and blessings,
 
Chrissie
 
rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com
 
01728 627 838

Bedfield Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 


What an amazing five days of celebration were had in Bedfield to celebrate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee!
A huge thank you to everyone who had eyes down for bingo, boots on for 
walking and brains engaged for quizzing; thank you for the fascinating Our 
Animal World; thank you to those who wielded chamois leathers, made 
beautiful music, baked, waitressed, ate and drank and who supported these 
events both behind the scenes and on the days with their time, energy 
and cheerfulness and who enabled over £2000 to be raised for our chosen 
charities:
• £180 to EACH from a lively session of bingo in the Community Hub
• £90 to the RSPCA from our walks around the village – four footed friends 
were welcomed
• £90 to the Blossom Appeal from a yummy Friends First Friday event where 
food and drink were aplenty
• £100 to Dementia UK from the Thanksgiving Service in St Nicholas 
Church – accompanied by the wonderful church organ
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• £150 to Marie Curie from a busy car washing session
• £200 to the NSPCC from a family focussed Our Animal World event – a 
whole range of animals were on parade
• £150 to MIND from an evening of quizzing in St Nicholas Church
• £150 to MacMillan from the Big Village picnic and cake sale – accompanied 
by beautiful jazz from Mood Swing
• The balance of the money raised is going to the Friends of St Nicholas to 
help start the fundraising effort for a composting toilet and other 
improvements to the building and its environs.
Congratulations to everyone who made a scarecrow – they have made many 
people smile as they passed through our village!
A huge and special thank you must go to Debra Pritchard and Jenny Hinchey 
without whom these events would not have got off the ground – thank you for 
such splendid ideas and for bringing them all to life! Amazing!!
Don’t miss the Friends of St Nicholas stall at the Bedfield Fete on 9 July – 
please come and have a chat – we would love to have a chat with Friends 
and new friends!
 
Jane Sullivan
Chair of the Friends of St Nicholas 

 

Family Friends First Friday at 

The Hub

The BIG Picnic with Mood Swing 
Jazz playing

Energetic car 
washing

Setting off for the 
village walk

Lunch at the church



The Friends of St Nicholas Update  
Thank you to those who have kindly agreed to be the Friends’ Committee 
members:

• Miranda Courteen
• Lin Ford
• Anne Hammond
• Susan Leverick
• Andrew Pritchard 
• Camilla Rhodes

The committee has met a couple of times in the last month, and we are deep 
in conversation about what the group is for, a potential new name and what 
success will look like for the future. 
We have initially identified two main themes:
a) Living Our Best Life – encouraging and actively developing the community 
of Bedfield
b) Loving Our Heritage – preserving the fabric of the Church and the wider 
history of the community
Although I am relatively new to the village, I have gained the strong 
impression, ironically, that it was the lockdowns for Covid which prompted so 
much activity to support each other and that has led to there being a 
greater sense of community than ever before. Five days of fundraising over 
the Jubilee weekend is just one example of how so many of us wish to come 
together for the common good. We need to harness this enthusiasm to 
continue and develop these activities to ensure that everyone can be 
involved as much as they wish to be.
The church building is, of course, the oldest in the village and certainly the 
most impressive building that is open to all of us. It is a focal point – and one 
which could be used much more: not just more weddings & christenings but 
more community gatherings – such as concerts, talks, quizzes etc etc.
Imagine attending a concert with the flag flying on the tower, the bells pealing 
out – and your relief that you know that there is an accessible loo in the 
churchyard!
To make such things a reality – it is fundamental that we preserve the building 
– and we can only do this if we involve and 
engage the widest community possible. 
After all, the building is nothing without having people in it.
We are at a pivotal moment – it would be easy to sit back and enjoy the new 
friends that we made through the adversity of Covid – but we need to evolve 



this ethos, engage more people, ensure we keep welcoming newbies, 
befriend those who go through bereavement or hard times and embrace 
those who might be lonely or alone.
The Friends group and its committee is not a vanity project – we are not in 
this just for ourselves – but to appeal to all our community, for the 
community. We absolutely recognise the need to work 
with other village organisations and individuals – and we wish to have your 
input, ideas and help – without that community growth, the preservation and 
enhancement of the historical fabric of the church won’t become reality.
The Friends Group now numbers over 60 – but we would love this to increase 
and grow. We will be at the Fete on 9th July – please come and have a chat at 
our stall.
If you have been meaning to join the Friends and just not got round to it - 
please contact me on 07580 386015. Membership is free.

Jane Sullivan
Chair, Friends of St Nicholas Committee

Dates of Services and Events for Your Diary

Friday 1st July 7pm  Friends First Friday Meet Up. This month its Jacket Potato Evening.  
Everyone welcome.

Sunday 3rd July 10.30am Holy Communion Service at St Nicholas Church with Revd 
Chrissie
 
Saturday 9th July 2-5pm Bedfield and Monk Soham Village Fete

Sunday 10th July 10.30am Family Service lead by Lay Elder Sheila Pipe

Sunday 17th July NOTE no service at St Nicholas however there are services at Monk 
Soham (HC 11am), Worlingworth (HC 11am), Wilby (Village Worship 11am)

Sunday 24th July 10.30am Morning Praise with Revd Chrissie and 
The Ven. Jeanette Gosney, Archdeacon of Suffolk 

Sunday 31st July Benefice Holy Communion Service 10.30am Worlingworth

Sunday 7th August 11.00am Please support the HC Service at Tannington Church 

Friday 12th August 7pm Garden Club visit to The Lodge Monk Soham 

Saturday 3rd September 10.30am - 12 noon The Macmillan Coffee Morning. Venue TBC.


